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Proudly, a celebration was held for PRIDE’s thirtieth anniversary on
October 1, 1999 at Benjamin’s Restaurant in Taunton. The evening

provided a chance to look back on PRIDE’s accomplishments and its
progression from the beginning on the grounds of the Taunton State
Hospital to the current multi-service, community-based organization
which PRIDE has become. Award presentations, a silent auction, danc-
ing, and dinner were all part of the evening.

As Alison Mikelson, past president of the Board of Directors for
PRIDE, so aptly said that evening, “PRIDE holds a place in the

heart of Taunton.  It serves a purpose for over 100 adults with disabili-
ties and personal challenges. Families depend on our programs and
services.  Companies like to do business with us. We gather together to
honor the people who make PRIDE work, day in and day out... And
we look forward to working together as a team for many years to come
in the new Millennium.”

Mayor Robert Nunes presented employee recognition awards to
 fourteen PRIDE employees. Harold Bolster was honored for his

volunteer service.  During the evening PRIDE also received
certificates of recognition for its thirty years of service
from the Massachu- setts House of Repre-
sentatives and Senate. A silent auc-
tion was con- ducted with items
which had been donated by local
businesses.

The gala event brought together all of
the different groups of people who have been involved

with PRIDE over these years:  theparticipants in the program, their
families, employees, volunteers, customers, members, and represen-
tatives from PRIDE’s funding sources.  Our success over the years has
been due to the contributions of each of these groups.  We thank all
the companies and individuals who made contributions to the event.
The high level of participation and the robust spirit of the event bodes
well for PRIDE’s next thirty years.
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Thank you for your support

•  A-1 Pizza  •  Abbott Business Computers  •  Able Sewing Machine & Vacuum  • Ace International  •

•  AMF Taunton Lanes  •  Aramark Corp.  •  Benjamin’s  •  Big Value Outlet  •  Bristol County Savings Bank  •

•  Brown & Sons Insurance Co.  •  Can-Do  •  Central Auto Group  •   dba Pizza Guy Web Design  •

•  Eureka Mfg. Company  •  G & G Realty  •  Gondola Restaurant  •  Gorden Rubbish Removal  •

•  H & R Block  •  Hallsmith-Sysco  •  Johnson & Johnson Professionals  •  Mosiacwares  •

•  Olson’s Home of Flowers  •  Plymouth Savings Bank  •  Princess House, Inc.  •  Reed & Barton Corp.  •

•  Rockland Trust  •  Swank, Inc.  •  Talbot’s  •  Target  •  The Stop & Shop Supermarket Co.  •

• Thompson Products, Inc.  •  Virginia Stainless Steel Division of H & H Machine Company  •

•  Wal*Mart Stores, Inc.  •  YMCA  •  Harold Bolster  •   Steve DaSilva  •  Tom Pittman  •

Employee Staff Recognition

Full Time Employee Years of Service

Douglas Latham (1977 as a state employee,
1982 as a PRIDE employee))

Joyce Hudson (1977)

Elizabeth Gagnon (1977)

Kelley Araujo (1984)

Mary Riendeau (1985)

Susan Gagnon (1990)

David Carvalho (1991)

Susan Travers (1993)

Susan Ann Garant (1993)

Anthony Borba (1994)

Lisa Gagnon (1994)

Part Time Employee Years of Service

Robert Howe (1992)

Patricia Fleck (1992)

Bonnie DaRosa (1994)

PRIDE Board of Directors

Edward Richards, President

Ruth Soderberg, Vice President

Thomas D. Lafleur, Treasurer

Richard H. Patenaude, Secretrary

Sheilah Reardon

Jeffrey A. Hunt

Richard Shafer

Paul Fitzpatrick

Bob Brown

Alison Mickelson


